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USMISSION USUN 

CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 2160 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR EG LY 

SUBJECT: LIBYAN MARCH ON CAIRO 

1. CAIRO PRESS JULY 18 REPORTS WITHOUT EDITORIAL COMMENT 
LIBYAN PLANS TO MARCH ON CAIRO. ACCORDING TO 
NEWSPAPERS, LIBYANS TAKING PART IN THE MARCH HAVE 
DECIDED TO SMASH BORDER BARRIERS BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES AND HAND OVER TO SADAT A STATEMENT WRITTEN 
IN BLOOD HOLDING SADAT RESPONSIBLE FOR COMPLETION OF 
UNITY. MARCH STARTED AS RAS GEDER WITH LIGHTING OF A 
UNITY FLARE. MARCHERS ARE TO ARRIVE IN TRIPOLI TODAY, 
JULY 18, AND PLAN TO ARRIVE IN CAIRO JULY 23. CONVOY 
IS TO PROCEED VIA DESERT ROAD TO PYRAMIDS AREAS WHERE 
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CARS WILL BE PARKED. MARCHERS WILL THEN MARCH ON FOOT 
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TO ABDIN PALACE WHERE THEY WILL HOLD SIT-IN STRIKE AT 
ABDIN SQUARE UNTIL UNITY AGREEMENT IS SIGNED. 

2. COMMENT: WE ATTRIBUTE LACK OF EDITORIAL COMMENT TO 
EGYPTIAN BELIEF THAT STORY SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. SADAT 
AND EGYPTIAN REGIME SHOULD BE ABLE TO KEEP EVENTS UNDER 
CONTROL, ALTHOUGH SADAT IS NO DOUBT LIVID OVER THIS 
RATHER CRUDE ATTEMPT TO PUT HIM ON THE SPOT. 

LIBYAN PLOY WILL PROBABLY HAVE EFFECT OF CONFIRMING 
SUSPICIONS ON PART OF EGYPTIAN LEADERSHIP THAT QADHAAFI 
IS NOT A VERY SUITABLE PERSON TO BE GIVEN A POSITION 
OF RESPONSIBILITY IN THE NEW STATE. IF, AS SEEMS MOST 
LIKELY, MARCH FIZZLES OR, AT LEAST, FAILS TO ATTRACT 
SUBSTANTIAL EGYPTIAN SUPPORT, NET RESULT WILL BE 
FURTHER DEMONSTRATION THAT EGYPTIANS ARE UNWILLING 
TO ACCEPT MERGER ON QADHAAFI'S TERMS. 

WILEY 
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